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JOURNAL OF CAPTAIN JOHN MONTRF^SOR, 
JULY 1, 1111, TO JULY 1, 1778, 

CHIEF ENGINEER OF THE BRITISH ARMY. 

INCLUDING ACCOUNTS OP THE EXPEDITION OP LORD AND SlE Wm. HoWK 

up the Chesapeake, the Battle op Bbandywine, and from the 

Occupation to the Evacuation op Philadelphia, with the 

seduction of Mud Eort oe Fort Mifflin. 

CONTRIBUTED AND EDITED BY G. D. SCULL, OXFORD, ENGLAND. 

[This Journal gives the most exact account which we have met with of 
the movements of the British Army from the time it left New York in July, 
1777, until it entered Philadelphia on Sept 26. It was written by Captain 
John Montresor, Chief of Engineers of Howe's Army. He had been an en- 
sign in the 48th Regiment when it came to America, and was wounded in 
the memorable engagement of July 9th, 1755, when Braddock was defeated 
and killed. His promotion to a lieutenancy dated from July 4th of that 
year, and in 1764 he received a grant of land in Wellsboro', Essex Co., New 
York. In 1766 he seems to have quitted the army, as his name is not found 
on the army list. 

While in America prior to the revolution MontrSsor's services were such 
as to have made him familiar with the American coast, indeed Galloway 
says that at that time he surveyed Mud Island and took the bearings and 
distances of the shores on each side of the river. He doubtless then ac- 
quired a clear knowledge ot the eastern part of Pennsylvania, for his Journal 
bears evidence of having been written by a person who had enjoyed such an 
advantage. 

By 1772 he had rejoined the army, as we find that on the 25th of May 
he was commissioned Captain of Engineers. He was with Howe at Boston 
at the time of the battle of Bunker's Hill, and was one of his aids at New 
York in 1776. In 1777 he was made Chief of Engineers, but returned to 
England previous to 1780, as in 1779 he gave evidence before a committee 
of Parliament. 

He was one of the officers who took an active part in the celebrated 
Meschianza. His first wife was a daughter of General DeBrahame, his sec- 
ond of Dr. Auchmuty, rector of Trinity Church, New York. 

While there is a sameness in the first part of his Journal, and the entries from 
their character are disjointed, they will be found to leave on the mind of the 
reader a very vivid picture of the discomforts and dangers to be experienced 
in a large transport fleet while moving along an enemy's coast. The colli- 
sion of vessels as they unknowingly drew near to each other in the fog ; the 
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violence of the summer storm attended with thunder and lightning ; tie 
sufferings of the men and horses for water ; the stifling closeness of the 
vessels, and the fire and other signals on the shore giving notice to the in- 
terior of the approach of the fleet, are incidents from which the pen of 
Cooper could have drawn a chapter of thrilling interest. 

Steam navigation has so changed all naval affairs that such scenes as 
described by Montresor will never occur again, and as the records of them 
are few, particularly in connection with American affairs, we are glad 
to do what we can for their preservation. — Editor of Magazine.] 

July 1st, 1777. Tuesday — This evening Returned a party 
of our Provincial Troops that had been detached from 
King's Bridge and brought in a Captain, one Subaltern, and 
23 more Rebels. The Commander in Chief and his suite 
arrived this afternoon at 2 o'clock at New York from Staaten 
Island. 

2nd. The 17th Dragoons embarked at Staaten Island and 
arrived at New York, where they are to be stationed be- 
tween it and King's Bridge. The Commander in Chief 
viewed the works at King's Bridge. I set off this afternoon 
for Staaten Island and reached it in the night. Orders to 
put that post near the watering place in a state of defence. 
Six 6-pounders (Iron) to be mounted in these works. 

3rd. Working party 150 men began to make fascines for 
making good the rear of the Eedoubts at Staaten Island and 
to add 2 small ones for 30 men each to terminate the Flanks. 
I returned to New York this Evening. All the Artillery 
and Stores excepting the Battery Guns of the 2nd Battalion 
and 2 of Light Infantry were embarked on board the Artil- 
lery Transports by nine o'clock this morning for Staaten 
Island. 

4th. All our field Artillery have each 300 Rounds & 5 or 
6000 spare rounds. 

hth. Intense heat. Arrived 6 Sail of Merchantmen under 
Convoy of the Liverpool in whom came Sir Henry Clinton 
and his suite. 

6th. Arrived 11 Sail-victuallers from Cork, all armed. 

8th. The Infantry of the Army embarked from Staaten 
Island on board their transports for the Expedition except- 
ing the Guards. 
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9th. The British and Hessian Grenadiers embarked, as 
also the 16th Light Dragoons, leaving for the defence of 
Staaten Island the 52nd and 2 of Hessians encamped in the 
rear of the Redoubt, round the watering place and the 
Provincials on the West side of the Island under the Com- 
mand of Major-General Skinner. In the redoubts 6 Iron 6 
pounders and a detachment of Artillery, each field piece 
taken with us on the Expedition has with it 300 rounds. 

14th. I accompanied General Clinton to the Narrows and 
the works on Staaten Island. Signals made from the Eagle 
for the whole fleet to prepare to sail. 

15th. Arrived 12 Sail-victuallers from Cork — all armed. 
Came in an Express from Lt.-Gen'l Burgoyne with dispatches 
to Sir Wm. Howe, dated 2d July from below Ticonderoga. 
This day sailed from hence up the river the Vigilant armed 
Ship carrying 18 twenty-four pounders and 10 of Nine 
pounders. 

16th. Arrived the Brilliant ordnance Store Ship with 200 
artillery men & their officers. 

11th. Embarked from New York for the Chesapeak. J 
past seven this afternoon the Commander in Chief left New 
York and embarked on board His Majesty's Ship the Eagle 
— Lord Howe — lying off the watering place at Staaten 
Island. Sailed to Rhode Island Major-General Pigot. 

ISth. The Vigilant returned from up the River and joined 
the Fleet. Sailed the packet for England, convoyed by the 
Niger Ship of War in which went General de Heister and 
the Hessian Command devolved on Lt.-Gen'l Kniphuysen. 
This morning Sir Wm. Howe's letters to Lt.-General Bur- 
goyne, to Deputy Quarter Master-General to be immediately 
forwarded. Deserters came in, says Rebel Army are only 
6000. 

19th. Wind S. S. W. what little there is and no possibility 
of sailing. In the afternoon the wind sprung up at the same 
point and brought in the Tarter and Apollo Frigates from 
Quebec. The Salsbury Frigate from Jamaica and the Mil- 
ford Frigate with her convoy of 15 foreign vessels from the 
Bay of Fundy. Came in one of the 16th Dragoons who 
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was taken by the Rebels at Princetown, says he left "Wash- 
ington with the gros of his Army at Smith's Clove the South 
Entrance of the Highlands on west side of the North River. 

20th. Sunday— Wind at S. W. at \ past 11 A. M. Our 
division sailed with the Ebb tide but the wind foul. Came 
into the fleet the " Sphynx" Ship of War from Dominica. 
Our fleet said to be 260 sail. Passage of the Narrows diffi- 
cult in Turning it down, most of the fleet arrived at anchor 
at Sandy Hook. My vessel carried away her mainyard and 
Bowsprit, &c, running foul of the Ships. 

21st. The " Eagle" Lord Howe, did not sail this day and 
came to anchor South of the Narrows for want of wind. 
Pain all this night and southerly winds. 1 

22nd. Painy morning and S. E. winds. Sphynx returned 
down to the Fleet here. Weather close and sultry. The 
heavy ships still remained off the Narrows for want of 
wind, what little being foul. A few more of the transports 
fell down with the tide to the Fleet. 

At Sea. July 23rd. At 7 o'clock this morning the Eagle 
Bailed and passed Sandy Hook and the rest of the Fleet 
followed in two Divisions. Wind a fresh breeze at N. N. 
West by 10 o'clock. The whole of the Fleet got to sea, in 
the Afternoon the wind headed. Light wind most part of 
this night. As soon as the fleet made a good offing they 
shaped their course South Westerly. Parted with the coast 
nearly but before we were out of sight of the land. 

2ilh. We gained about 12 leagues in a straight course 
during the night and at daylight discovered the Jersey 
ashore abreast of us about 6 leagues. Latitude at this day 
40 degrees. Sounded when we could just discover the land 
Fathoms 15. Light winds all night, waste in our course 7 
leagues. Remark — I have observed for many years both in 
Coming on this part of the American Coast & in sailing 

1 Forces on this Expedition.— August, 1777. 

Transports and Ships of War ... 266 Sail. 

Troops— 16,000 artillery 1000 . . . 17,000 men. 

Bounds of Ammunition to the guns . . 300 

Provisions in each Transport for . .3 months 
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along it, that whenever the Soundings were in 15 Fathoms 
the land in general was to be seen. 

25th. Latitude at 12 this day 39.48. Light Easterly 
winds, saw the Jersey Shore this afternoon, a point of Land 
bore West, north west of us and observed some higher lands 
and Kind of hummacks, bore about W. S. W. supposed to 
be Great Egg Harbour. 

2Qth. Light southerly winds all this morning. At 3 
o'clock P. M. Came on a Gale of wind at South with a high 
sea, close reefed topsails, a tumbling sea all night. Overcast 
this day, Could take no latitude. Engineers' schooner Alert 
carried away her Topmast. Our people on Board remarkably 
well and healthy. 

21th. Sunday — Wind IS. West but extremely light. A 
swell of the Sea all this morning, the fleet very much scat- 
tered. Latitude 39° 17" as observed by 3 quadrants of 
Hadley — Sounded at 2 o'clock P. M. in 29 Fathoms water. 
Calm all the middle of the day. Found in sounding a strong 
current setting to the west — Remark — That the soundings 
continue regular off this coast to 90 Fathoms. 

28th. A very wet and thick fog from 2 o'clock this morn- 
ing. The whole day wind Easterly and very squally with 
several continued showers of heavy rain. Sounded this 
morning in 19 Fathoms. Weather too thick for an obser- 
vation. In the course of last night until daylight this morn- 
ing sailed 11 leagues. At 3 o'clock P. M. the fleet went 
about to get off the land. A horse Ship ran foul of us & 
damaged our Ship. 

2Qth. A fresh breeze at North West directly ahead, as the 
whole Fleet went about at 2 this morning and made in for 
the land. Latitude this day at 12 o'clock 38° 50", the 
weather cool and pleasant. Eight miles to the South of 
Cape May — this day. Sounded at 12 o'clock in 19 Fathoms. 
Remark — I have throughout, in the observations of the 
daily latitude diminished 3 minutes, being equal to the 
difference between this and Greenwich in England, where 
the declinations were calculated. 

SOth. Latitude at 12 o'clock 38° 39" Soundings at the 
Vol. v.— 27 
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same time in 9J Fathoms, at which time the light-house bore 
N. W. J north about 5J leagues. At 3 this morning wind 
fresh at N. 1ST. West and a swell, a ship run foul of us and 
carried away our bowsprit and head and struck 7 or 8 times 
against our bows. Discovered the Pennsylvania Shore at 7 
to the Southward Cape Henlopen, and this morning found 
we had made too much southing and the wind hauling to 
the N. W. made it a head wind, so we tacked to and fro this 
whole day. At 5 P. M. the wind came about more favorable 
at E. S. East. Soundings then on 8J Fathoms in a hard 
sandy bottom. Sea pretty smooth. Could discover Cape 
May only from the masthead. The Fleet Continued this 
night off the mouth of the River Delaware. 1 

1 The movements of the fleet were at first watched with great vigilance 
by the Americans and promptly reported to Congress. On the 20th of July 
General David Forman, of the New Jersey Militia, wrote to Philadelphia, 
from Middletown, that 160 sail were in the Narrows on their way to Sandy 
Hook, and that he would watch them closely. On the 22d Washington 
informed Congress of the embarrassment he was under for reliable intelli- 
gence regarding the destination of Howe, and asked that persons in whom 
confidence could be placed should be stationed near the Capes of Delaware 
to give early notice if the fleet should appear in that quarter. In compli- 
ance with this request, on the 24th inst. the Council of Pennsylvania dis- 
patched Capt. Hunn and two others to the Capes to gain what information 
they could. On the 23d of July Forman sent a dispatch to Congress from 
Shrewsbury that the fleet had sailed at half past six that morning, that he 
had followed them until sundown, and that their course had not varied from 
southeast. The fleet was reported by Captain Hunn on the evening of 
the 24th when Montr6sor says they discovered land, but it does not appear 
to have been seen from the shore on the 25th when he says they got a 
sight of the Jersey shore at Great Egg Harbour. Captain Hunn was 
there on that day, but was unable to gain intelligence. On the morning of 
the 30th, when our journalist says they came in sight of Cape May, both 
Hunn, who was at that place, and Henry Fisher of Lewis Town* Delaware, 
Bent expresses to Philadelphia saying that the fleet was at the Capes within 
four leagues of the Light House, and to all appearance was bound up the 
bay. Other expresses were also sent, and the fleet was estimated at from 
one hundred and ninety to two hundred and twenty-eight sail. It was not 
until late on the 31st that they were lost sight of. The effect that this news 
had upon Washington's army is carefully stated in Mr. Buck's paper, 
Washington's Encampment on the Neshaminy, in the 1st Volume of the 
Pennsylvania Magazine, p. 275. Howe in his Narrative says, " that, find- 
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81st. At 4 this morning wind S. W. to S. — light breezes. 
The Light house on Cape Henlopen bore W. 2$. Westerly 7 
leagues, at which time Sounded in 9 Fathoms water. At 2 
o'clock this morning the whole fleet tacked about and steered 
out to sea about a S. E. course after 12 o'clock wind headed, 
the Fleet then kept away E. S. East, Latitude at noon in 
38° 44". At 10 this morning we lost sight of the land from 
the deck of our Ship. The weather fine and the sea smooth, 
the season cool which is very fortunate for the Troops. At 
J past 3 o'clock P. M. the fleet tacked and steered a W. S. 
"West course. At Sunset the fleet tacked again and steered 
E. S. East. Continued about this course the whole night 
with a tumbling sea and blowing fresh with close reefed top- 
sails. The Eoebuck 40 Guns Ship stationed so long in the 
Delaware joined our fleet. But one of the vessels out of 
the 5 in the Engineers Department have hitherto escaped 
being damaged. Conjectured by the course we steered to be 
for Chesapeak Bay. 

August 1st, 1777. The weather fine, but the sea continued 
agitated. About 10 this morning it began to moderate. 
Latitude at 12 o'clock 38° 24". The sea much abated. I 
gave orders to allowance our fresh water on board an account 
of the visible waste. At sunset tacked, wind S. Course 
W. S. West. The Breeze continued till 12 o'clock at night 
and then fell calm. Observed 2 strange vessels in the Fleet, 
one a tobacco vessel taken bound to France, the other a Pri- 
vateer which took one of - our horse sloops astern of our fleet 
off the Delaware, but both retaken by the boats of one of 
our Ships of War. 

2nd. Calm till 8 A. M. Sounded at 6 A. M. in 36 Fathoms. 
The Breeze springing up at S. W. tacked about at 8 A. M. 
and steered S. S. East. Weather fine. Latitude at noon in 
38° 18". Remarks — that the winds from the Southern to 
the Western Quarter blow |th of the Season from first 

ing it hazardous to sail up the Delaware, he agreed with the Admiral to go 
to Chesapeake Bay, a plan which had been preconcerted in the event of a 
landing in the Delaware proving upon our arrival there ineligible." — Editor 
of Magazine. 
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June to the last of August. At noon sailed through a strong 
current. The day rather damp though the sun shone. The 
Contracted Company of Carpenters were near mutinying but 
for a vigorous Exertion on my part and stopping their Rum. 
Lightning most of the night round the Horizon. Amongst 
the rest of our Misfortunes in Ships running foul of us, one 
of them carried away the Flukes of one of our Anchors. 

Zrd. Sunday. — At 5 A. M. wind sprung up at IS", by W. and 
the Fleet steered W. by K, at 9 A. M. Sounded in 22 
Fathoms — Latitude at noon (as yesterday) in 38° 18" and a 
current. At 11 A. M. the wind hauled, steered S. E. by 
East. At 20 minutes after 12 the Fleet tacked and steered 
in for the coast a western course. Fine weather but sultry. 
By the dead reckoning at noon 14 leagues from land, at 6 
could Smell the land tho' not in Sight. At \ past 6 P. M. 
smart lightning and appearing very stormy to the west. 
The Admiral made a signal for tacking and the Fleet went 
about. New Moon. At 7 this evening came on a violent 
storm at S. S. East scarcely giving the Fleet time to take in 
their sails. A darkness in the west and S. W. gave some 
Kind of notice accompanied with sharp lightning. One ship 
laid for some time on her beam ends without righting. "We 
Slipped our mizzen top sail without any other damage of any 
consequence — the lightning and thunder surpassed discription 
and the heaviness of the rain. This tempest Continued vio- 
lent for one Hour and f. Could not discover any of the 
Fleet this night but by means of the almost incessant light- 
ing. The wind blew the Broad Pennant to pieces. A sloop 
likewise laid on her beam ends — 7 men and a woman took 
to their boat, but kept her towed, but the painter breaking 
got adrift and was lost. The Sloop with four men on board, 
righted an hour after. At 12 o'clock this night hove too for 
one hour, at which time Sounded in 25 Fathoms of water. 
Incessant lightning this whole night. 

4th. At one this morning tacked about from off the coast 
— the "Wind at S. S. "W". At Break of day discovered the 
Fleet to Leeward 4 leagues and bore down to them before 
the Wind. The breeze very light with a Small swell from 
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the Southward. The Fleet somewhat scattered. Weather 
fine and the air cooler since the Storm. At 4 A. M. Sounded 
in 23 Fathoms— very sultry— Latitude (at noon) 38° 15' 30". 
Sounded in 23 Fathoms. Early this morning could smell 
the fragrance off the land. Several musquitoes blown on 
board by the storm. At noon it fell calm. Set our mizzen 
top sail. At 3 P. M. the fleet put about. At 12 o'clock this 
night a heavy gust of wind came on with rain Lightning 
and Thunder at which time the whole fleet tacked and stood 
to the Ocean. The wind during the squall continued at 
South West — close reefed topsails but no courses. 

6th. Weather fine and much cooler since the gust of wind, 
rain and lightning and thunder of last night. At J past 11 
A. M. passed over a popling current. At \ past one the fleet 
went about and steered to the Coast. At 4 this morning 
the fleet tacked steering S. S. E. wind at S. West, and a 
tumbling 3ea. Latitude (at noon) 38° 5' 30". Variation 
here is West 3 degrees (Evan's map) at 1 o'clock P. M. the 
fleet tacked to the Coast — at \ past 6 P. M. Fleet tacked from 
the Coast. About 7 P. M. heavy clouds and lightning in 
the N. W. quarter. Just before 9 P. M. the gust came on 
with great violence of wind and rain, lightning and thunder, 
which continued this whole night. Laid too most part of 
the night without any sail. Some crickets that were blown 
off made a noise in the maintop. A flight of birds of pas- 
sage passed over us during the gale. Some of our people 
falling sick. 

6<A. Light winds at S. & S. W. water smooth and but little 
of the Southern swell remaining. Observed a school of fish. 
Excessively sultry. Latitude (at Noon) 38° V Wind S. W. 
and almost calm. At 3 P. M. Sounded in 26J Fathoms — 
during the time the lead was on the ground (it being a calm) 
we found our drift from the perpendicular to be at the rate 
of a Knot by the current which set due North. The fleet 
made no progress this day. All this day cloudy excepting 
a trifling Interval of observation. Supposed to be at noon 
15 leagues from C. Dead calm all this night. A written 
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concession from Company and carpenters and this day I 
ordered their usual allowance of Rum. 

1th. Calm till 11 o'clock A. M. Master of the horse Sloop 
came on board to signilie the distress for want of forage. 
Gave him a note to the Commissary General. Latitude 
(at noon) 38° 8' 30" Very sultry and close, sea rather 
smooth. Remark — the losing 7, J miles is safely accounted 
for, by the observation of the current of yesterday. Every 
night lately a threatening horizon at the S. W. At 5 P. M. 
the fleet went about, we laid what we conjectured to be our 
course. The wind E. by S. our course now S. by East about 
4 Knots. Continued this course all night. At 5| P. M. the 
fleet discovered the land. 1 

8th. "Weather fine. Still steering the Same course, the 
wind this day about S. W. course about S. S. E. A Strong 
current setting to the Southwest at 6 & 7 A. M. At J past 
11 a surprising strong current setting in Southerly. Lati- 
tude (at noon) 37° 49' and sounded in 34 Fathoms. The 
breeze steady and our course South at noon. The fleet sailed 
this course all this night two Knots and a half. This night 
excessive heat. 

9th. Wind W. by S.— Course S. by W., a fresh Breeze all 
the morning. At 7 A. M. observed a South current with a 
small swell from the windward. Latitude (at Noon) 37° V 
Course South, somewhat westerly, sailing about 3 Knots. 
The fleet very well together. At 7 P. M. the Fleet tacked 
and steered all night from W. by E". to W. N. West. 
Weather very pleasant all this day, it being much cooler. 
Heavy swell most of this night. At 12 at night blew hard. 

10th. Sunday. Wind W. S. W. weather fine. About 6 
A. M. the Fleet tacked and stood S., at 4 this morning before 
we tacked until 6 the fleet stood about N". West. Latitude 
(at Noon) 36° 52' being 8 miles to the Southward of Cape 
Henry. Still steering South and supposed to be about 25 
leagues from the land. The Horse Vessels in general lying 

1 They were seen from the land, and were off the Sinapuxcnt. Vide Offi- 
cial Letters of Washington, vol. ii. p. 143. 
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too for Food from the forage vessel they being much dis- 
tressed. At 6 J P. M. the fleet tacked and steered W. 1ST. "W". 
the Same S. Wester prevailing — The Fleet continued this 
course all night at 1 Knot per hour. 

11th. Wind still at S. W. Course W. N. W. Weather 
fine but very hot, sailing about 2J Knots — observed a cur- 
rent setting Southerly. Latitude (at Noon) 37° being the 
latitude of Cape Henry. No soundings at 4 P. M. Sailed 
all night about a W. 1ST. W. course going about 3J knots. 
The officers put to great shifts for want of fresh provisions, 
rowing about from ship to ship for relief. Our ship sprung 
a leak, making four inches of water every four hours' watch. 
Our fresh water on board became very offensive. 

12th. Wind as usual S. W. Course W. N. W.— weather 
fine but a hazy horizon. Small Swell ; observed a gentle 
current. Could smell the land, the fragrance of the pines in 
particular at 6J this morning. The Ships of war hoisted 
their Colours, supposed for seeing the land. The w r ater 
Changed very visibly. A small flock of sand larks passed. 
Fleet scattered. Sounded at 11 o'clock A. M. in 18 Fathoms, 
supposed to be 12 leagues from land. Latitude (at Noon) 
37° 31'. Gained 50 miles westing this last 24 hours to 12 
o'clock this day. Weather somewhat cooler but very hot 
yet. The heat of the Sun here feels more like an artificial 
than a genial heat, and the heat of this night Insupportable. 
The wind this night from S. W. to W. S. West. Sailing 
one time with another about 2 Knots & J. At 3f P. M. dis- 
covered the land from the Mast head and at 7 the fleet 
tacked and stood off. At five P. M. could observe the land 
from the deck. 

l&th. Wind W. S. West. Course S. observed at 7 A. M. 
a current running southerly. A disagreeable swell from the 
Southward. Weather fine air somewhat cooler. The fleet 
at sea three weeks this morning. Latitude (at Noon) 37° 5' 
30". Sailing this last 12 hours at about 1J Knots. Signals 
at 12 o'clock this day and the Fleet tacked and Continued 
their course towards the land this night, sailing at about 3J 
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Knots at W. & W. by S. The intense heat and closeness hor- 
rid, obliged now to lay on deck. 

14dh. At 4J A. M., the fleet stood off from the Land. 
Wind W. S. W. and Staid South. "Water smooth. At 5J 
A. M. the land was again discovered, but from the mast head 
appearing in 2 points, one bearing N. W. by N. and the 
other W. by S., the interval not to be observed. The heat 
of this day (if possible) more insupportable than yesterday, 
the pitch melting off the seams of the vessel. Observed a 
gentle current supposed to be southerly. Latitude (at noon) 
37° 2' 45" wind lessened. Weather somewhat pleasanter, 
the air being more refreshing after the dreadful heat of last 
night. The mornings by far more agreeable than the even- 
ings and nights. At 9 J A. M. a heavy gun was heard to 
windward supposed by the sound to be from Norfolk in Vir- 
ginia, as a signal gun, as the fleet must have been discovered 
from the land, at 5 P. M. the 12 Inst. 1 At 11 A. M. the Fleet 
tacked and stood in for the land — Course W. by N. J North. 
Wind S. W. by S. } South. At 1 P. M. it fell calm and 
sounded in 14 Fathoms. No existing this afternoon between 
decks, nor scarce any above. Several cannon were fired from 
the distant shore daring the afternoon and at 6 P. M. a large 
Smoak made on the Shore, supposed to be signals. Wind 
sprung up and we steered S. W. by W. with our starboard 
tacks on board. Began to breeze fresh at 6| P. M. water 
continuing smooth. At 7 P. M. Could barely discover Cape 
Charles from the deck, bearing W. by N— 7 leagues, both 
the Capes to be seen from the mast head. Instantly sounded 
and found to be exactly in 13 Fathoms of water. Wind 
continued pretty fair and we proceeded towards the entrance 
of the bay until 11. This night when the Fleet anchored in 
8J Fathoms sandy bottom and tide of ebb, running about 4 
Knots. Another strange vessel in the Fleet which proved 

1 The appearance of the fleet was not noticed on either the 12th or the 
14th, or if so the fact was not communicated to Congress. Indeed, that 
body do not seem to have heard of the fleet after the 4th, nntil they learned 
on the 22d that it was advanced high np the bay of Chesapeake. 
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to be a sloop with some Gentlemen from North Carolina who 
had made their escape to prevent persecution. 

lhtk At half past Five this morning, the Fleet weighed, 
wind ahead. Both Capes to be seen from the decks. Wind 
at W. by S.— weather fine, but very hot, water smooth. The 
Capes rather low land. The sea here is coloured of a sap 
green, but not lively. Our course to sea S. Easterly stretch- 
ing out to get to windward up a shoal on the North Side the 
Entrance of the Bay. At 8J A. M. Fleet tacked again to 
get into Chesapeak Bay. Latitude (at noon) 37° 3'. Ebb 
made full calm and the Fleet came to an anchor in 8J 
Fathoms. At J past one P. M. the wind sprung up at South 
and the Fleet weighed and sailed. The heat of this day 
(although on Board) very horrid. At 12 this night came to 
an anchor in 4 Fathoms of water on the Bank, the wind 
heading and the Ebb running about 4 Knot3. The bearings 
from our anchorage as follows — Cape Charles North \ East. 
Cape Henry S. West by South. 

lQih. At 6 o'clock this morning the Fleet weighed. Wind 
still unfavorable W. N. W. and 9 \ A. M. the Admiral came 
to an anchor, the tide of Ebb, running strong. Weather 
very fine but very hot. At 10 A. M. wind at N. W. The 
Flood runs longest under Cape Henry. The Fleet though 
very extensive may be said now to be all within the Cape. 
Anchorage 9 Fathoms and very strong. Tide running be- 
tween 3 or 4 Knots. This Evening the packet from England 
in 10 weeks and last from New York, in 14 days joined our 
Fleet. This day we spared a Horse Sloop in Quarter Master 
Gen'ls Department, one But of Water or they must have 
thrown their horses overboard. Delivered from the Schooner. 
Latitude (at Noon) 36° 59' Cape Henry bore N. W. by W. 
Distance 2 leagues. Sounded then in 9 Fathoms water, on 
hard sand. At 1 J P. M. weighed N. N. E. and sailed up the 
Bay of Cheasapeak and anchored at half past 6 in 6 Fathoms 
water on a muddy bottom. Wind N. N. East a hard gale of 
wind came on as the night did and blew until | past 11, when 
a tempest came on, the whole continued with incessant sharp 
lightning and loud thunder and continued till 2 next morn- 
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ing with constant showers of rain. The timely getting into 
Port and to an anchor was a most providential matter for the 
Army and Fleet. Intrenched the Narrows in Chesapeak 
Bay nearly abreast of Winter Harbour on the west side and 
Nassa watting on the East, being about thirty miles to the 
Northward of Cape Henry. 

Sunday 11th. Wind South, the first instance during our 
voyage of a wind aft. Fleet weighed at 6 A. M. with the tide 
of Flood, water very smooth wind rather light — Sounded at 
£ past 10 A. M. in 6| Fathoms water on a blue, greasy, 
gritty mud. Weather rather hazy and foggy and intensely 
sultry. The fleet well together. Tide runs here about 4 
Knots. No wearing coats or waistcoats with any satisfaction. 
This if possible the hottest day. Latitude (at noon) 37° 34', 
this observation, horizon very hazy. At J past 12 fell calm 
and the tide expended, the Fleet came to an anchor after 
gaining about 5 leagues, in 6 Fathoms water and the same 
kind of ground, as the last anchorage. This situation 
opposite the Southernmost Entrance of Piawkatank River. 
At night came on as usual a very hard gale of wind with 
smart lightning and Thunder, continued the whole night. 
The Ship rolling heavily. 

mh. Wind at N. W. by 1ST. £ past 5 A. M. The tide of 
Flood, the Fleet weighed and sailed. Weather very fine, 
but hot. Kept the western shore principally on board. At 
8 A. M. our galley fired a shot on shore, the enemy having 
fired three cannon shot at her from Whicommico. Several 
Small vessels seen there. Remark. The climate here at this 
season is from early in the morning until about 8 little air, 
then light winds, at noon generally falls calm, about one or 
2 P. M. Breezes up and continues pretty fresh but falls again 
at Sunset almost calm and about dusk gathers in the Horizon 
with flashes of heat lightning and then comes on squally 
with sharper lightning and thunder and then blows violently 
the greatest part of the night and so on. Passed the mouth 
of the Piawkatank at 6 and the Rappahannock at 8 A. M. 
At 12 at Noon Sounded in 5 Fathoms hard sandy bottom, 
and the Fleet put about towards the west shore, the wind 



Journal of Captain John Montresor. 407 

heading. Advices from New York that the Fox Frigate 
had been taken by the rebel Commodore Manly with 2 Rebel 
Frigates each superior in force but retaken by his Majesty's 
Ship Roebuck and another Frigate with the Commodore in 
his ship but the other one called the Boston escaped. This 
prize was carried into New York. The small craft in this 
fleet in general are now much in want of provisions. The 
Admiral made a signal for all masters of transports return- 
ing them his thanks for their attention during the voyage. 
Latitude (at noon) 37° 56'. The Fleet came to an anchor 
off the embouchere of the River Potowmack at \ past 2 P. 
M. in 10 Fathoms very muddy bottom, the tide of Ebb hav- 
ing made. A very unsettled climate. 

1M. Wind E. N. E. at f past 7 A. M. The Fleet weighed 
anchor the tide of Flood making. The fleet and army much 
distressed for the want of fresh water, having been for some 
time put to an allowance, but not so much so as the horse 
vessels, having been obliged to throw numbers of their horses 
overboard. The weather good and much cooler, or rather 
less hot. Very considerable signal smokes made and con- 
tinued most of this day by the Rebels on the Southernmost 
end of Hooper's Island. Sea very smooth. Very heavy rain 
most of this day with thunder and lightning and blowing 
excessive hard and the Fleet carried sail to it and came to 
an anchor in ten Fathoms water between the South end of 
Barren Island and the River Patuxen — very muddy bottom. 
Water far from being rough, notwithstanding the head wind. 
Land on the west side of this Bay high and less on the East. 
Those that form the Cliffs from Patuxen River to West river 
are curious, the land all about very rough & hilly. 

20^. Wind at West at J past 5 this morning, The fleet 
weighed, blowing very fresh, the tide of Ebb, about 9 A. M. 
the flood made, the tides here lessened considerably in their 
strength. The fleet 28 days from Sandy Hook. Weather 
cool and pleasant this morning, but by noon sultry and light 
breezes. Abreast of the North End of James's Island, three 
miles in 11 Fathoms and muddy bottom. Very unsteady 
weather in this climate. The fleet well together after the 



408 Journal of Captain John Montresor. 

Gale of yesterday evening. Several horses thrown overboard 
from the different Transports. The Admiral fires morning 
and evening guns. Weather squally, rained very hard most 
of the afternoon and lightning and thunder. At 6 P. M. 
the Fleet came to an anchor off of Poplar Island, the tide 
being spent, anchor in 8 Fathoms & a half very muddy. 
It's remarkable in this Bay the multitude of crabs that swim 
nearly to the surface of the water. The Fleet caught thou- 
sands. 

21s/. Fair wind, all the morning and a fine tide. At 
5 o'clock the Fleet weighed, weather very clear and water 
smooth. At 7 A. M. Came abreast of Annapolis, the Capital 
of Maryland and on the River Severn. The rebels had 2 
flags flying on 2 forts, one on Horn's Point and one on Green- 
berry Point to command the entrance of the Harbour, besides 
the works at the Point of the Town. Several of our fleet 
damaged during our voyage by Lightning, some men Killed 
and several Horses. 

22nd. Weighed anchor at 4 this morning, Course North- 
erly. Anchored at | past 6 A. M. Weighed anchor again 
at 2 P. M. with a pretty Breeze Southerly, course northerly, 
tho' against a strong tide, but the wind freshened and Con- 
tinued until 7 this evening when we came to an anchor. 
Tides run here about 3 Knots and rise near 5 feet. None 
came off to the Fleet except 2 Pilots and a few blacks. 
Water sufficiently fresh for all uses. Anchored at Sassafras 
River between the mouth of and the Elk in 3 Fathoms, bot- 
tom very holding, being a mixture of mud and clay and 4 
miles South of the mouth of the River Elk. Hard Rain 
this evening with lightning and thunder. The Inhabitants 
mostly about their Plantations and in general unarmed. 
Several of our people in the Fleet on shore, some at Newtown 
on Chester River. 

23rd. At 7 this morning I attended Sir Wm. Howe and 
Lord Howe with my armed Schooner, an armed Sloop and a 
Galley to the mouths of the Rivers Rappahannock and the 
Elk and Turkey Point, the different vessels and Boats attend- 
ing, sounding the Channel. The whole returned in the 
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afternoon to the fleet. George Ford, principal tenant of 
Pasoosy Island came off to offer his Services to supply the 
Troops and Fleet with Stock &c. — after which the militia. 
A hard squall with very heavy rain and sharp lightning and 
thunder which continued from 8 till 12 this night and the 
whole night distressingly hot and close. 

Sunday 25th. This day August 25th 1777 landed at head of 
Elk. This morning at §■ past 9 the Van of the Fleet, came 
to an anchor opposite Cecil Court house and Elk Ferry and 
in half an hour after the Flat Bottomed Boats made good 
their landing at the Ferry House called Elk Ferry in the 
Province of Maryland, the rebels consisting only of 4 Com- 
panies militia under a Colonel Rumsey 1 fled without firing a 
shot. The troops hutted with Rails and Indian Corn Stocks, 
no Baggage or Camp Equipage admitted. Came on about 10 
this night a heavy storm of Rain, Lightning and Thunder. 
The wind being Southerly brought up the Fleet a short time 
after the landing. The Army Surprisingly healthy after so 
long a voyage and in such a climate — the return of the sick 
are about Four to each Battalion, very little fresh stock col- 
lected, and imperfect accounts of the situation of the Enemy. 
Inhabitants in numbers and well dressed at Cecil Court 
House Point. Troops landed with sixty Rounds per man. 

2Qth. No motion — no inhabitants having deserted their 
houses and drove off their stock. Orders this evening for 
the Troops to march to-morrow morning at 3 o'clock. A 
very heavy storm all this night of Thunder lightning and 
Rain at North East. The Shoalness of the Elk convinced 
the Rebels that our fleet would never navigate it, but through 
the great abilities of our Naval officers it was happily effected 
as the bottom was muddy and the ships on it were cutting 
channels through it for each other. 

21th. The storm continuing most of the morning the order 
for marching was countermanded. The roads heavy and 
the horses mere Carrion the soldiery not sufficiently refreshed 

1 Nathaniel Ramsay, of Maryland. A biographical sketch of this officer, 
by Mr. Isaac E. Pennypacker, will be found in Johnson's History of Cecil 
Co., Maryland, p. 537. 
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and great part of their ammunition damaged, made it upon 
the whole no delay. Our Galley up the Elk fired at a boat 
that had taken one of ours. No Inhabitants as yet came in. 
A man of wars boat and midshipmen taken by the rebels, 
the men being on East shore for milk &c. The Galley fired 
but could not recover them. This night cold. The Guards 
only had Sixteen thousand Cartridges damaged by the storm. 

28th. The Army moved between 3 and 4 this morning. 
The weather extremely fine which dried the roads, which 
would have been otherwise impassible, the medium 12 
Pounders proved to be most difficult to pass through the 
Sloughs. Two houses got on Eire after quitting the Quarters 
but appeared to me to have been done on purpose. About 
9 o'clock this morning our Army arrived at the Town of 
Elk consisting of about 40 well built brick and stone houses, 
our march hither about 7J miles. Very few shot exchanged 
this day with the Enemy.' One thousand men under a 
Colonel Paterson and the Philadelphia Light Horse fled from 
this Town on our approach, part to Gray's hill 1\ miles be- 
yond the Town, which the rebels likewise quitted, as we 
reached the summit we could observe them but not within 
Cannon shot. Several of our men very irregular in pursuit 
of fresh provisions, so as to fall in the Enemy's hands. The 
rebels broke up the bridge at the End of the Town which 
we soon repaired, in the mean time great part of the Army 
forded the Creek in about 3 feet water on a gravelly bottom. 
We took three or four prisoners. Part of the small craft 
with provisions, camp equipage, baggage and Stores reached 
the head of Elk this evening from the Fleet at Elk Ferry. 
Very heavy dews fell after sunset. The Roads upon the 
whole this day may be said to be good. 23 of our Troops, 
3 of which Hessians missing, supposed to be taken by the 
Enemy plundering. The rebels were so precipitate this day 
as to leave some of their Store houses full, consisting of 
molasses, Indian Corn, Tobacco, Pitch, Tar and some Cordage 
and Flour. The Cattle was drove off excepting a few. 
Found fifteen of the rebel sloops and Schooners at Elk. 

29th. Weather delightful and cool especially the mornings 
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and evenings which are now rather cold. The Chasseurs 
pushed a body of the rebel Infantry at daylight this morning. 
Several of the Small craft arrived at the Lower landing with 
provisions &c. This country abounding in Forage, Pasture 
and vegetables, but the Inhabitants flown. Large quantities 
of apples green and Indian Corn which are in moderation 
great refreshments to the Soldiery. This night Lt.-G-en. 
Kniphuysen with the Troops left at Elk Ferry, crossed the 
Elk and encamped at Cecil Court house. 13 of our men 
deserted from us, or taken by the Enemy when marauding. 
A man came in from Philadelphia, that passed through the 
Rebel country who assured us that they are posted at Brandy- 
wine with a considerable body at White Clay Creek. About 
four hundred men advanced to Iron hill about five and a half 
miles from hence. 

30th. "Weather very pleasant — the wind as usual from W. 
to South. Welch fusileers fired a few Platoons into a body 
of rebels cavalry of about 200. The Jagers who are forward 
fired two Cannon shot at some oflicers with their escort, re- 
connoitering. The Army remarkably healthy but the navy 
sickly. This morning early Major-General Gray with 2 
Brigades marched from hence to join General Kniphuysen 
by the way of Elk Ferry. The Inhabitants say that this has 
been as hot a summer as they have known. 

Sunday 31st. Lt.-Gen'l Kniphuysen marched easterly on 
the neck into the Country, together with Generals Gray, 
Agnew, and Sir William Ersklne in order to secure Cattle, 
waggons and Horses, &c, the army lying in great want of 
horses, owing to so long and unexpected a voyage hither both 
as to their flesh and their numbers. Weather very fine but 
intensely hot in the middle of the day, mornings and eve- 
nings rather cool. A Skirmish this morning — a body of 
rebels having appeared which the 23d Regt. attacked and 
pushed, taking 3 prisoners — they having one Killed and 5 
wounded. Twd deserters came in from the Rebel Army. 
The Command with Genl. Kniphuysen taken 261 head 
horned Cattle and 568 sheep and 100 horses. Picket of 5th 
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Regt. took 36 head Horned Cattle. A light horse deserter 
Came in. Lost 5 more Royal Artillery's. 

September 1st. At daybreak this morning an outpost of the 
rebels was attacked by 200 Rangers of "Wemys's Corps, they 
took the Commanding officer a Saxon Baron, one Ionitz and 
his Lieutenant and 3 prisoners — Killed 2 and wounded 1 — 
the rest consisting of 100 fled — this was effected without any 
accident on our side. The middle of this day intensely hot, 
more so than usual. Rain all this night but gentle. Two 
Rebel Light Horse deserted to us but being too precipitate 
— two of our Rangers fired and both shot the same horse. 

2nd. Morning wet and overcast and chilly. Two days 
fresh provisions issued to the Army for the first time. Came 
in, 1 rebel Light Horse and 2 deserters. All this Country 
abounds with Forage. The Inhabitants either fled or drove 
off and scarce any Cattle to be seen. To this evening from 
the time of our arrival at this Town the return of Sick from 
this Army is no less than Five hundred men. 

3rd. "Weather fine but cool early. At daybreak the whole 
under march except 2 Brigades with Major-Genl. Grant took 
the lower road to Christeen by the way of Rikin's Tavern, 
in order to avoid Iron Hill. At this Tavern we were to be 
joined by the Troops under General Kniphuysen but did not 
perceive them. About a mile beyond the Country is close — 
the woods within shot of the road, frequently in front and 
flank and in projecting points towards the Road, here the 
Rebels began to attack us, about 9 o'clock with a Continued 
smart irregular fire for near two miles. The body of the 
Rebels consisted of 120 men from 6 brigades making 720 
men of what they call their regulars, together with 1000 
militia and Philadelphia Light Horse, but the 720 men when 
what were principally engaged they were opposed by the 
Chasseurs and 1 Battalion of Light Infantry only the other 
Battalion of Light Infantry which was sent to surround the 
rebels through some mistake was led so far on our Right as 
to find an impassable swamp between them and the Army, 
which prevented this little spirited affair becoming so deci- 
sive. The rebels left about 20 dead among which was a 
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Captain of Lord Sterling's Reg't. We had 3 men killed and 
20 wounded, amongst which was Lieut. Haldane Engineer 
and three more officers. The rebel Deserters since Come in, 
say they lost 5 Captains. This body of the enemy was com- 
manded by General Maxwell. "From the Iron Hill the 
waters of the Chesapeak and Delaware are seen. At 2 the 
whole encamped. Head Quarters Aikin's Tavern. Lord 
Cornwallis's to Cooche's Mill on the little Christeen where 
the rebels had a post this morning which we drove them 
from. The Guards on Iron Hill, Dunop, the Hessian Grena- 
diers, together with the British and all the Light Troops on 
the opposite side of the creek about 1 mile. The middle of 
this day excessive hot. Accounts just after this skirmishing 
was over that Lieut.-Genl. Kniphuysen's body was arrived 
at Aikin's Tavern. This spot is the Welsh tract we called 
Penn-Cadder. 1 Lieut.-Genl. Kniphuysen's encampment forms 
a kind of 2nd line to us. Two or 3 shots exchanged in the 
night. Total of Cattle taken and now brought in by Lt.- 
Geul. Kniphuysen amounts to 500 Head of Horned Cattle — 
1000 Sheep and 100 horses but not above forty of these 
Horses fit for Draught. 

Ath. The mornings now may be said to be cold in so much 
that fires are both agreeable and necessary — the weather 
charming. The Engineer's wound was such as to be obliged 
this morning to be sent on board the Hospital ship in the 
Fleet with the rest of the wounded by an escort of the 
rangers to Elk Town. Two deserters Came in. Pioneers 
employed in burying the Rebels, more being found in the 
woods. Two of them Captains Dallas and Gumming lay 
just beyond the Bridge at Cooch's Mill. The rebels in gen- 
eral retreated yesterday to Christian and White Clay Creek. 
The great want of Horses prevents our moving this day. 
People thats Come in say the Rebels lost yesterday 12 officers. 
Waggons went this evening to head of Elk for Provisions 
and to carry back the men's tents and officers and Spare bag- 
gage for want of Carriages. Inhabitants drove in by the 
oppression of the rebels. People from our Camp daily on 

1 Pencader, Delaware. See Penna. Mao., vol. ii. p. 343. 
Vol. v.— 28 
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the deconvert. Soil here not Extraordinary. A few hopping 
shot in the night. Our pickets wounded one of our dragoons 
and killed a horse supplying these rebels. Evenings & nights 
dew very heavy. 

bth. "Weather charming, mornings cold. Sir Wm. Erskine 
and 1st Battalion Light Infanty gone forward to reconnoitre. 
A man came in who slept in the rebel Camp at Chad's Ford 
on the Brandywine last night, where he left Major-Genl. 
Sullivan and 2000 men and 3 field pieces. Three fugitives 
came in from Bohemia, 1 say that Genl. Mifflin andCadwallader 
with what militia they have and can collect at Chester with 
an intention to harrass our Rear. Three Rebels Light Horse 
deserted to us — all Irishmen — some with the clothing of our 
8 th Regt. on — taken from us by their Privateers and each 
covered with a rifle shirt. This country subject to small 
intermittent fevers. Dispatches by the Phoenix Ship of war 
arrived in this Camp this night. Upon the Poll being taken 
of the Inhabitants that remain in Philadelphia and within 
its Isthmus as follows : — 
In the City 23,000 Suburbs 2000 Liberties 10,000 
together 35,000 Souls. 

6th. Overcast with a gentle rain — weather close. A rifle 
man deserted to us. This evening excessive hot. Arrived 
that body of the Army left at Elkton under the Command 
of Major-General Grant. We learn that General Sullivan 
with One thousand men, but no Cannon, were at Newark. 

Sunday 1th. "Weather very sultry, came in two deserters 
on Lt. Horse & 1 Highlander. 

8th. The whole moved 2 hours before daylight — a remark- 
able borealis. An amazing strong ground — marched this 
day about 12 miles to Head Quarters — a very strong country 
— but 3 or 4 Shots fired during the march. A great deal of 
rebel cattle collected. At | past 9 three alarm guns were 
fired from the rebel camp, conjectured to be at Newport, one 
minute between each gun. A rebel Colonel, Baggage and 
Servant taken in "Waggon and 4 horses. At I past 7 this 

1 Bohemia, Maryland. See Penna. Mag., vol. iv. p. 102 ; also, Johnson's 
Cecil Co., p. 38. 
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morning marching through Newark the weather was very 
cold indeed. Encamped this day at 1 o'clock at Nibblas's 
house which is from Aikin's Tavern to Cooch's Mill round 
Iron Hill by way of Newark and so into the road from New- 
port to Lancaster in the way to New Garden. Heard the 
rebel morning gun. Took a waggon & 4 horses with 12 
barrels of Flour going to the enemy. 16 Inhabitants Came 
in. Three Cannon shot by us at rebel officers reconnoitering 
after we had Come to our Ground. Some firing this evening 
at the rebels. 

9th. At 2 o'clock P. M. Lt.-General Kniphuysen with the 
3rd division and 2 more British Brigades marched for Ken- 
nett's square via New Garden and arrived at his ground at 
11. At sunset this evening the 2 other divisions of this 
Army under Lord Cornwallis and Major-General Grant 
marched from Head Quarters at Nichols's House Mill Creek 
Hundred by a bye road to Hokesson Meeting house — Quaker 
meeting 4 miles distance and encamped. The roads bad for 
both Routs of the Army & under many halts. At J past 5 
this afternoon the Commander in Chief received accounts of 
the rebel army having evacuated Newport and Wilmington 
and taken post at Chad's ford on the Brandywine Creek. 

10th. At 6 this morning the Army moved and arrived at 
noon at Kennet's Square in Chester County in Pennsylvania 
— the middle very hot — our march this day about 6 miles 
through an amazingly strong country, being a succession of 
large hills, rather sudden with narrow vales, in short an en- 
tire defile. This days march and not a shot fired. Encamped 
on very strong ground where we joined Lt.-General Knip- 
huysen's division. Cattle and horses collected. Accounts 
that the Rebels had moved heavy Artillery to the Turks 
Head by intelligence at 5 this evening. Rebel Light Horse 
about but fled. Almost all the Inhabitants found at their 
houses. 

11th. At daybreak this morning the Commander in Chief 
with their body of the Army marched, consisting in this 
column, about 7000 men, composed of the Chasseurs mounted 
and dismounted, 1st and 2nd Battalions Light Infantry— 1st 



416 Journal of Captain John Hontresor. 

and 2nd Battalions Grenadiers — the Guards — 2 Squadrons 
Queen's Light Dragoons — dismounted ditto and 4th Brigades 
of Infantry. A thick fog contributed greatly to favour our 
march. Passed the forks of the Brandy wine Creek at Trum- 
bull's Ford and at Jeffries' Ford and arrived upon an open 
clear height at J past 2 and halted and refreshed ourselves 
for an hour, during which time observed the Gros of the 
rebel army forming upon an opposite height, one mile and \ 
from us and 2J miles from Chad's Ford on the Brandywine. 
This position of the Enemy was remarkably strong, having 
a large body advanced, small bodies still further advanced 
and their Bear covered by a wood wherein their main body 
was posted with a natural glacis for § of a mile. However 
advantageous the rebels were situated and notwithstanding 
our army had marched — miles, both sultry and dusty and 
father fatigued, many remaining along the road on that 
account, nevertheless at J past 3 the whole moved towards 
the Enemy in 3 columns viz : — 






o ; 



4>. 



and the 3rd Brigade as a reserve — 
4th Brigade f§ Hessian Grenadiers §§ Light Dragoons f§ 

Some skirmishing begun in the valley in which the enemy 
was drove, upon gaining something further of the ascent the 
enemy began to amuse us with 2 guns, the ground on the 
left being the most difficult the rebels disputed it with the 
Light Infantry with great spirit, particularly their officers, 
this spot was a ploughed hill and they covered by its sum- 
mit and flanked by a wood ; however unfavourable the cir- 
cumstances their ardour was such that they pushed in upon 
them under a very heavy fire. The British Grenadiers and 
Guards at the same time labouring under a smart and inces- 
sant fire from the Rebels out of a wood and above them, most 
nobly charged them without firing a shot and drove them 
before them, they covering their retreat with their Light 
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Troops from one patch of woodland to another firing upon 
us, as we advanced into the cleared intervals until our 1 
Cannon surmounted the summits from one to another which 
effectually drove them beyond its Posts. We then pursued 
them through Dilworth Town and drove them for one mile 
& a J beyond it, to the skirt of a wood, where they had col- 
lected and from whence they poured on us particularly on 
the Guards and 4th Brigade, the heaviest fire (for the time) 
during the action. As soon as Lt.-General Kniphuysen, who 
had the Gros of our army with him, heard the action begun, 
he instantly began his attack and drove the enemy over the 
Brandywine, across Chad's Ford and pushed them over it 
until he met with the left wing of the rebel army which 
likewise fled after an obstinate resistance and then encamped 
on the field of battle being about 3 miles from Head Quarters 
— the 2 columns making a junction. Our army marched 
this day no less than 17 miles after which they gained a 
Complete victory over the rebels in this general action. 
Rebel orderly Books found to the 7th Instant inclusive, 
wherein Washington expected our attacking him at Wil- 
mington and his Order respecting it particularly, this now 
was their time for their utmost exertions as their liberties 
and the fate of America depended upon one general action. 
Rebel returns found that their regular, Continental or stand- 
ing army, consisted yesterday of 12,900 men, exclusive of 
their militia and 2 Regiments Light Horse then present and 
fit for duty. This return by some supposed to be false. 
Ordnance taken viz., ten pieces of Cannon and one Howitzer. 
Killed of Rebel Army of Officers, non-commissioned and 
privates 450 and prisoners of the same 400. 

1 "At the Battle of Brandywine, llth Sept. 1777, I directed the position 
and attack of most of the field train, and late in the evening when the action 
was near concluded a very heavy fire was received by our Grenadiers from 
6000 rebels, Washington's rear Guard, when Col. Monckton requested me 
to ride through it to Brigadier-General Agnew's Brigade, and his 4 twelve 
Pounders, which I did time enough to support them and by my fixing the 
4 twelve Pounders, Routed the Enemy."— Prom Montresor's MS. notes. 

(To be continued.) 



